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overhead stanchion. The same precaution about sawing close to the head must be observed, so that the cut-off portion of the horn has a fringe of hair and skin attached to it. The operation should be done as rapidly as possible. Provide plenty of assistance to restrain the animals.
Care of the dehorned animals
If possible, cattle should not be dehorned in fly time. The wounds may become infested with screw-worm maggots. If flies are in season at the time, special care will have to be taken to prevent their laying eggs in the open wounds in the head. Do not attempt to bandage the head. This takes time and is not worth the effort. The bandage probably will not stay on long anyway. To prevent the attacks of flies it will be necessary to apply some fly repellent to the wound after the horn is cut off. Pine tar is good for this purpose. A small,can may be bought at any drug-store. Smear it thickly over the wound and press some loose cotton over this. This will help to prevent any undue hemorrhage.
If maggots should get into the horn wounds, troublesome times are ahead. Once they get down into the cavities of the head, they are difficult to remove. The usual treatment for a maggot-infested horn wound is applied by saturating a piece of ordinary absorbent cotton with chloroform and inserting this into the cavity left by the horn removal. Sometimes gasoline is poured into the wound. Both the chloroform and gasoline will kill the maggots, after which they must be flushed out with salt solution or picked out with a pair of forceps. A weak solution of carbolic acid can also be used to destroy the screw-worm maggots. Make up a solution by adding 3 tablespoonsfuls of carbolic acid to a quart of water. Apply it in the same way as the gasoline or chloroform. When all the worms have been removed from the wound, apply the pine tar. At best, treatment for a maggot-infested wound is not entirely successful. It takes much patience.